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Dear Eden Families: 
 

March 1st, 2021 will mark the start of my ninth month as the Eden CSD Superintendent.  It 
truthfully feels like I have been here much longer.  That is attributable both to the warm 
welcome I have received, as well as to the intensity of the past many months as our 
District, like all others, has been faced with managing the challenges of returning to school 
during a pandemic. 
 
Back in early July, we gathered stakeholder representatives from each facet of our school 
community.  This group was tasked with examining the rules, regulations and protocols put 
forth by the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH), as well as the New York State 
Education Department (NYSED). Further, their work was to develop Eden’s reopening plan.  
Once the reopening plan was authored, it was passed on to building based implementation 
teams.  The implementation teams’ task was to use the work previously done and 
determine how each member of our organization could make the return to school happen in 
a safe and timely manner.  Both of these groups deserve credit for our District’s safe return 
of children to classrooms. 
 
Over the last several months, numerous changes have come our way; some with little 
warning, like the transition to full remote instruction, which was necessitated by being 
designated as a color coded micro-cluster community.  Others came and went after 
successful implementation.  Here I am referencing the on-campus testing program that 
demonstrated our school infection rate that was significantly less than 1% (it was actually 
.004%).  All of this work and pivoting from one model to the next has been embraced by 
our community and our staff in order to continue educating our students. 
 
Our teams continue to develop plans to normalize the school year for our students.  The 
return of athletics and some after school programs certainly help in this area.  Our mantra 
continues to be to provide the best educational experience possible for our students while 
maintaining adherence to NYSED, NYSDOH and local protocols. 
 
I am certainly appreciative of the efforts of our teachers, support staff, students, community 
members and administrators, as it has truly been a full team effort to get to this point in the 
school year.  I do think it is safe to say that the hybrid model of instruction has its 
limitations.  Knowing this, our implementation teams have been hard at work examining 
how and when we may be able to return students to the classroom on a more regular 
basis.  Again, this work must be guided by and cognizant of the protocols established by the 
various entities mentioned earlier.   
 
Our biggest obstacle to returning students to the classroom is that they must maintain six 
feet of social distancing. Many of our classrooms have limited capacity and thus can not 
accommodate a full class of students while maintaining the current protocols.  The size of 
our classrooms is directly related to when buildings were originally constructed.  Those built 
in the 1930’s followed the guidelines of that era while those built in the late ‘60s had 
different requirements.  Going forward, we may find that we are able to return some 
students to the classroom based on the capacity of the building they are assigned to.  This 
very well could result in school related differences in the same household, especially for 
families of children of various age groupings.  It is important to remember that our District 
went to great lengths to create a household cohort model wherein students in the same 
household attend school on the same day.  The benefits of this model, to families, are clear 
and must be respected should our model change specifically for a building or buildings. 
 
For these reasons, we are moving cautiously.  Rest assured that every member of our 
organization deeply looks forward to the day when our hallways, classrooms, auditoriums, 
studios, playgrounds and playing fields are filled with students and the air is filled with the 
cacophony of their laughter. 
 
Thank you to the entire school community for your continued support. 

 
 Sincerely, 
 
 

 
    Jeffrey A. Sortisio, Superintendent  
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Congratulations to the following 

Eden Elementary Students for being 

chosen as Students in the Spotlight: 

 

November: 
 
Grade 3: 

Evelyn Pfeffer, Savannah Doctor, 
Autumn Coventry, Zander Lee, Ean 
Flowers, Troy Flynn-Fletcher.   

Grade 4: 

Ryan McCann, Emma Thomas, Riley 
Casselberry, Emilie Fodor.  

Grade 5: 

Ruger Pastwik, Mason DellaPenta, 
Violetta Gargano, Kaleigh Berfield.  
 
January: 
 
Grade 3:  Seth Casselberry, Owen 
Kersten, Bo Meyer, Allyson Wielgasz, 
Marion Galuszka.  
Grade 4:  Brodey Krempa, Evelyn 
Pfeffer, Zofia Lopacki, Kaylee Richards, 
Jack Bellinger, Zander Lee. 

Grade 5: Ella Rybarczyk, Dexter 
Campfield, Macey Scott, Lexi Popovich. 

Eden Elementary Students in 
the Spotlight 
By  Lisa Postle 

Delay of School 
 

NYS Attendance Regulations allow 
districts a "delayed start" to the school 
day.  A delayed start of 1-2 hours, in 
some cases, would allow a storm to pass 
over before students are picked up in the 
morning.  

In an effort to get our students to 
school, Eden CSD will utilize a delayed 
start of 1-2 hours, if appropriate to the 
circumstances.  

2021-2022  
School Calendar 
See our website at  

http://www.edencsd.org/page/60  

In Addition to COVID, the 

Flu Season is Upon Us! 
The signs of the flu may come on 

suddenly.  Most people feel very tired and 

have a high fever, headache, dry cough, sore 

throat, runny or stuffy nose, and sore 

muscles.  Some may experience stomach 

problems and diarrhea.  The cough can last 

for two weeks or more.   

Children with the flu should be isolated at 

home, away from other people.  They should 

stay home until they have no fever without 

the use of fever-control medicines.   

Remember to always cover when 

coughing or sneezing and to wash hands 

frequently.  Wear your mask, maintain social 

distancing, and STAY HOME WHEN NOT 

FEELING WELL!!! 

Substitutes Needed:   
 

Substitutes needed in all 
areas: To apply, send cover 

letter and resume, along with 
application found on 

edencsd.org  
https://www.edencsd.org/Page

/10 
to Jeffrey A. Sortisio,  

Eden Central School, 8289 North 
Main Street, Eden, NY  14057 
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High School Blood Drive 

Zofia Lopacki, Aidan Urbanowicz, Gabby 
Koszelak, and Shane Mossop.   

Ryan Morski, Owen Wiles, Ashton 
Walczak, and Anthony Cronmiller.   

Mrs. Dahmer's fourth grade class made and experimented with wind turbines as 
part of the energy conversion unit. 

The Eden High School held a Connect Life blood 

drive on Friday, November 13th - a great day to give 

blood! The students came in droves to donate blood to 

help their community during this pandemic, and we 

had a record turnout of 60 donors. That’s 159 lives we 

saved according to Connect Life.  

Mrs. Hamlett, who runs the drive said “Connect Life 

is a wonderful 

organization and 

makes it so easy 

for the students. 

This year they 

provided Sabres 

hats and gators as 

a thank you for 

donating.” 

 Principal Lyons said “this activity makes 

me so proud about how generous and giving our 

students are.”  

There will be another blood drive in May of 2021 

according to Mrs. Hamlett.  
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Mrs. Heidt’s class 
says, “Let’s Go 

Buffalo!” 

Thank You Buffalo Bills for a Great Season!  

Mrs. Sullivan’s class says, “The 
Bills are Number One!” 

Mrs. Braun’s Art Class Supports the 
Bills! 

GLP Greets 
our students 
on Bills day 
with a smile! 

Go Bills! 

Many of the Students and Staff throughout the District participated in Bills Dress 

Down Days to support the team and collect 

donations for families in need.  Thank you to all 

who helped out by donating.  We are looking 

forward to next year!  

Mrs. LaMarca’s class gives the 
Bills a thumb’s up! 

Mr. J. Walker’s Class gives 
a thumb’s up! 

Miss Kraska’s kids 
giving a thumb’s up! 
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Signing National Letters of Intent 

Carleigh Sutfin 

 

Pictured at right is Carleigh Sutfin signing with Seton Hill for Lacrosse. Carleigh will 
major in Business Marketing. Her parents are 
Donald (Eden CSD Board of Education President) 
and Nancy.  Her career accomplishments include 
an Honorable Mention Section 6, Season 
Starter, and winner of the Blue Patch.  

When asked why Seton Hill was the right fit 
for her, she responded that the school was right 
for her because it felt like her home away from 
home.  The coaches and team were super 
welcoming. The campus is small and charming, 
with gorgeous facilities. The university is filled 
with students and staff who want you to 
succeed; you can’t beat the sociable 
environment at Seton Hill. 

When asked what she is most looking 
forward to in college next year, she said she is 
looking forward to facing new challenges, 
meeting new people, and getting the privilege to 
pursue her profession. Having the ability to continue her athletic career is an opportunity 
she can’t pass up. Being only 40 minutes outside Pittsburgh is very exciting and will present 
her with many opportunities. 

In the group photo are:  (Seated) Nancy Sutfin, Carleigh, and Donald Sutfin.  (Standing) 
Mr. Lyons (HS Principal), Phil Archabald (Lacrosse Coach). Mr. Cervoni (MS Principal), Mr. 
Iwankow (Athletic Director).    

Marissa Calloway 

Pictured at right is Marissa Calloway 
signing with UB for Softball.  Her parents are 
Peter and Lucy.  Marissa plans to become a 
public relations manager in a large, well-
known company in a big city.   

When asked why Softball at UB was a good 
fit, Marissa said when she first stepped on to 
the campus, she just knew UB would be a 
perfect fit.  She loved the environment of the 
school and what they had to offer for student 
athletes.  The coaching staff is  very 
passionate about the sport and seem to have 
the team’s best interest at heart.  The girls 
really care about each other and have an 
amazing bond, which is always important on 
any team. 

She is most looking forward to playing 
against big competition and competing for a 
MAC championship.  She cannot wait to meet 
new people and travel to places she has never been before.  

In the group photo are: (Seated) Lucy Calloway, Marissa Calloway, and Peter Calloway.  
(Standing) Alexis Nasca (Eden Softball Coach) and Mr. Lyons (HS Principal). 



Nominating Petitions for Board of Education Seats will be available February 3rd, 
2021 in the District Office, Eden Elementary School, 8289 North Main Street, Eden, 
NY  14057.  Pick up a petition between 7:15 am - 12:00 pm or 1:00 pm - 3:15 pm.  

Petitions must be notarized and returned to the District Office, Eden Elementary 
School, 8289 North Main Street, Eden, NY no later than 5 pm on Monday, April 

19th.  Enter by ringing the bell at the District Office entryway.   

The vote date is Tuesday, May 18th, 2021 from 9 am - 9 pm in the Middle & High 
School Auditorium Foyer.  

Proof of residency is required for voting!! NO EXCEPTIONS! 
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Raiders Giving Back 
By Olivia Doctor 

 
This Holiday Season, the Eden Middle and High School students will be giving 

back to the Eden community by sending warm wishes to the residents at Eden 
Heights and Eden Rehabilitation and Nursing Center, by decorating festive 
ornaments.  Each resident will be receiving an ornament decorated by an Eden 
student. 



Page 8 

 

Volume 58, Issue 4 

REPLAYIT®
  

PRIVATE PHOTO SUBMISSION 

Get your pictures in the 
yearbook.  

 

The yearbook staff invites students 

and parents to submit photos for the 

yearbook. If you’ve got great photos 

of school and community events or 

you and your friends just having fun, 

we’d like to see them.  

Our photographers can’t be 

everywhere. Help us get as many 

photos as possible to create a terrific 

book everyone will want to have.  

 

SUBMIT YOUR PHOTOS 

ONLINE      

 LOG ON TO: 

images.jostens.com  

Enter Login ID: 415467632 

• Browse to select the photo(s) you wish 

to upload, click on “Select My Images.”  

• Enter information about the photo and 
provide contact information in case the 
staff needs additional information.  

• Click “Upload Chosen Images.”  

It’s that easy! Submit your photos today! 

The yearbook staff will review all photos and determine final yearbook 

content. We cannot guarantee that all submissions will be used.  

Have more questions about ReplayIt?  Visit www.replayIt.com © 2017 

Jostens, Inc. 171391  
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Books to Read for Winter 2020-2021 
By Ms. Zoll, MS-HS Librarian 

 

Vinny Gets a Job by Terry Brodner 

Vinny the bulldog wonders where his human mother goes every day. When he finds out she has 
something called a "job," he wants one, too. 

 

The Great Bunk Bed Battle by Tina Kugler 

It is time for bed, but fox siblings Franny and Fritz are arguing over which is the best bed: the 
upper bunk or the lower. 

 

Our Friend Hedgehog: The Story of Us by Lauren Castillo 

When a storm separates Hedgehog from her lifelong friend, Mutty, she bravely sets out to find 
him and makes some very good new friends in the process.  

 

The Best of Iggy by Annie Barrows 

Relates three times that nine-year-old Iggy got into trouble, two of which he does not regret 
and one for which he is very, very sorry. 

 

Saucy by Cynthia Kadohata 

When eleven-year-old Becca, a quadruplet, finds a sick piglet on the side of the road, her life is 
changed forever. 

 

Clean Getaway by Nic Stone 

Part history lesson, part road trip, 12-year-old "Scoob" Lamar  heads off on a road trip with 
his beloved grandmother. 

 

  Twins by Varian Johnson 

The start of sixth grade has not been smooth sailing for identical twins Francine and Maureen 
Carter. 

Alone by Megan Freeman 

When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret sleepover with her two best 
friends, she ends up waking up to a nightmare. She's alone--left behind in a town that has been 

mysteriously evacuated and abandoned. 

 

 The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes 

 A teen must solve a multilayered puzzle to find out why she’s the recipient of a 
billionaire’s inheritance. 

The Cousins by Karen M. McManus 

Three cousins learn about their family's dark past. 

 



EDEN CENTRAL SCHOOL 
8289 N.  MAIN  STREET  

EDEN ,  NY  14057 
716-992 -3630  

Eden Central School —  Embrace, educate, empower 

MISSION: 

In collaboration with the community, the Eden Central 
School District pursues our tradition of excellence in 
personal and academic achievement. We provide a 
positive and respectful learning environment that 
places students at the heart of all activities. Students 
are afforded the tools and opportunity to realize their 
potential within our global society, while cultivating the 
understanding necessary to fully appreciate their 
journey. 

VISION: 

ECSD is a collaborative 
learning community that 
embraces the individuality 
of each student, educating 
and empowering them to 
become productive citizens 
in an ever-changing and 
diverse society. 

EDEN CENTRAL SCHOOL  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
Mr. Donald Sutfin, President  2022 
Mrs. Jennifer Horschel, V. P.  2021 
Ms. Cheryl Carpenter   2023 
Mr. Jack Cuddihy    2021 
Mrs. Marlene Grunder   2022 
Ms. Ellen Kindley    2023 
Mr. Allan Silver    2022 

 
Mr. Jeffrey A. Sortisio, Superintendent 
Barbara Thomasulo & Cathy Dobson,  

Co-Editors 
February 2021 

Eden Central School 
8289 North Main Street 
Eden, New York  14057 

Kindergarten Screening for 
new registrants will be 

held on May 26th at GLP.  
Call 992-3638 for more 

information.  Current Pre-
K students will be 

screened on May 20th 
during class time. 

HELP RAISE MONEY FOR OUR SCHOOL! 

TOPS in EDUCATION 

When you shop at TOPS, for every dollar you spend 
on participating products, TOPS contributes a 
percentage to our school. 

To learn more, register and select our school.  Visit 
TopsMarkets.com/Education. 

TRANSPORTATION REQUESTS 

 
The deadline for all Non-public school transportation 

requests is April 1st.  If you plan to send your child(ren) 
to private school next year, you must request 

transportation in writing no later than April 1st.  All 
requests should be sent to: 

Mrs. Mary Banko, Eden Central School, 
Transportation Department, 2902 Schoolview Road, 

Eden, NY  14057 
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